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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


d 


sharing a 
itiens and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
tic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


ity out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 


en y is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God 





[What One Firm Did 


Business men can be, and often 
are, effective ambassadors of good- 
will and brotherhood over the 
world. Here is a report on what one 
business firm did as a contribution 
toward understanding and peace. 


INDIA: A peace essay contest 
among Indian students was recent- 
ly sponsored by the American firm 
of L. and C. Mayers Co., New 
York jewelers, and in announcing 
the winners, Lawrence S. Mayers 
reported on attitudes which he 
found during visits to various col- 
leges and schools in India early this 
year. The students he met regard- 
ed the conflict between the United 
States and the Soviet Union as 
chiefly a power struggle with 
scarcely a mention of “the contrast 
between their national ideals, meth- 
| ods, philosophy or government.” 
ei this reason, Mr. Mayers felt 
that it was important to reach the 
students of India and help them 
understand American traditions. 


In the peace essay contest, the 
first prize was awarded to the es- 
‘say by 19-year-old M. P. V. Anan- 
ta. It was selected by a distinguish- 
ed committee which included Jus- 
tice William O. Douglas, Senator 
Wayne Morse, President Harold 

aylor of Sarah Lawrence College, 
Editor Norman Cousins of the Sat- 
urday Review and Editor Alice 
Thompson of the magazine Seven- 
teen. The winning essay upheld the 
principles of the United Nations, 
urged its strengthening, and rec- 
ommended four vital steps for ban- 
ishing war: (1) Pursuit of peace 
through independent approach to 
each controversial or disputed 
question rather than through align- 
ment with any major powers; 
(2) liberation of subject peoples; 
(3) maintenance of freedom both 
national and individual; (4) elimin- 
ation of want, disease and ignorance 
Which afflict the greater part of the 
world’s population. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


OPE VS. FEAR: The American press tends to play up news that 
creates fear of Russia and the likelihood of war, as witnessed in the 
handling of the news of Russia’s possession of the H-bomb. Between The 
Lines endeavors to feature authoritative material that helps its readers 
keep the picture of Russia in true perspective. 

A study of the current Russian press and recent statements and 
speeches by Soviet officials reveals a new and strong emphasis on the in- 
creased production of consumer goods — shoes, clothing, food, furniture 
and other manufactured products, as well as housing. There is a frank 
admission that the Russian people have suffered much privation during 
past years while the heavy industries were being built up, industries main- 
ly associated with armaments. For 30 years the Kremlin told the people 
to work and sacrifice “that the fatherland might grow strong and be able 
to defend itself against the enemy invaders.” 

But now, despite the growth of American armed power and in- 
creased international tensions as viewed from our shores, the Kremlin 
is telling the people that “the day of achievement is here,” that they may 
relax, that better times are just ahead and that the Soviet national re- 
sources are now increasingly to be used for the benefit of the people’s 
welfare. Malenkov personally pledged to the people that there would be 
abundance for all in 2 or 3 years. (Associated Press, Sept. 12). Where 
reports of this trend have been recognized in our press, there has been 
an inclination to brand it all as just the new propaganda of the post- 
Stalin era, the technique which the Malenkov clique is using to win pop- 
ular support. Very well. But that does not diminish one iota the fact that 
no national leaders contemplating or planning for war would so instruct 
their people concerning the days ahead. As our generals freely admit un- 
der questioning, there are no evidences at hand that Russia is building 
up for an assault at any point on the Soviet perimeter. Now we are able 
to study the psychology prevailing inside that perimeter. 

The Russian land army will continue to be the largest in the 
world, their planes, tanks and artillery numerous, for they are caught in 
the same dilemma of fear as ourselves. But the will to peace, the hunger 
for peace is also there — not only on the part of the masses of Russian 
people, but in the aims and objectives of their leadership. The fact that 
their leaders are still pledged to the program of world revolution, and 
have simply been forced to respond to the hunger and the demand of the 
people for peace, does not diminish the opportunity in this situation. Will 
the policies in this country capitalize on this opportunity or destroy it? 


ETURN TO FREEDOM: Of even greater importance is the recent 
news from Russia that a return to free enterprise in Soviet agricul- 

ture is being planned by the Kremlin’s highest officials. In recent meet- 
ings of the Central Committee of the Communist.Party,— the hub of 
Soviet power — an amazingly frank and critical analysis of the short- 
comings of collective farming was made public. It was conceded without 
equivocation that the prolonged shortages in cereals, fruits, dairy and 
meat products have been due to a lack of incentive in the collective system. 
THE PROSPERITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL PEASANT, said 

the committee, is required for the prosperity of the nation. Therefore, 
the committee ordered that a system of incentives must be provided, per- 


mitting the farmers to prosper from the fruit of their own labors and to 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Fixed Prices 

The conflict between manufac- 
turers and retailers over the Fair 
Trade laws continues unabated. 
Back in the 1930’s a powerful lob- 
by in Washington (using as a 
“front” various so-called “Retail 
Merchants” associations but, in 
reality, representing large manufac- 
turing corporations and chain store 
combines) forced a bill through 
Congress that enabled state legisla- 
tures to grant manufacturers the le- 
gal right to fix minimum prices on 
their products. Of the 48 states, 45 
enacted such legislation and 
through most of the country price 
competition ended in thousands of 
products. Many corporations that 
talk loud about the virtues of the 
competitive system thus managed 
to protect themselves from com- 
petition. 

Abuses soon became flagrant. 
When manufacturers changed de- 
signs in their products they dump- 
ed their outmoded merchandise on 
retailers in outlying states at fixed 
prices, while in other areas more 
privileged outlets got new mer- 
chandise at the same price. The 
consumer could not benefit by 
shopping around, and a merchant 
who had been overstocked—often 
because of pressure from the man- 
ufacturer—couldn’t ease his finan- 
cial situation by a sale at lowered 
prices. Complaints piled up from 
retailers, and finally the Supreme 
Court declared the law unconstitu- 
tional. The so-called Fair Trade 
lobby got busy again and a sub- 
servient Congress recently passed a 
newly worded bill that evaded the 
high court decision, and the Fair 
Trade monopoly prices once more 
became legal. 

However, in recent months 
there has been an increasing ten- 
dency for retailers to flout the fixed 
price law. The N. Y. Times in a 
survey of this trend states that “no- 


body can prevent the determined 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Fixed Prices 


(continued) 


American shopper from seeking 


lower prices” and the enterprising: 


merchant from seeking to meet the 
demand. One leading merchant tes- 
tified that a nationally advertised 
watch carries a fixed price of 
$92.50 retail. “That watch can be 
sold profitably at a 50 per cent dis- 
count, for it wholesales at only 
$22.” The merchant urged that the 
retailer should have the right to 
sell the watch at a reasonable price 
and keep his stock turning, for the 
average retailer's ideal is to sell 
more at less cost with a reasonable 
profit. Many manufacturers want 
to “stabilize” their market, makir.g 
and selling less at a high profit. 
This battle is being fought out in 
almost every community, every 
consumer being involved in one 
way or another. 





Food and Drug Patrol 
Some __ rather _ short - sighted 
business interests are endeavor- 
ing to use the cloak of a Republi- 
can rule to destroy the effective 
work of the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration. The FDA has the 
power to police the manufacturing 
of food and drug products, but 
bills will be pushed in the next 
Congress that will deny the FDA 
much of its authority—in the 
name of freeing business from gov- 
ernment interference and checking 
“creeping socialism.” In congres- 
sional hearings on this issue, the 
FDA officials submitted reports of 
more flagrant abuses which they 
have uncovered: (1) Many drugs 
were withdrawn last year because 
they were not as effective as claim- 
ed or because they were mislabeled, 
or because they were contaminated. 
(2) One product, claimed to be ef- 
fective for severe arthritic pain, ac- 
tually did not contain the ingredi- 
ents listed on the label and so was 
of no use to the patient. (3) Ten 
different cosmetics were banned 
during the past year because they 
were dangerous. Most of these 
were dandruff remedies which con- 
tained new chemicals that could, 
if they got in the eye, result in 
serious and sometimes permanent 
injury. (4) Fake cancer cures that 
have been exposed include the op- 
erations of a “cancer clinic” which 
collected $400 from a cancer pa- 
tient for a treatment and medicine 
that cancer authorities testify has 
not cured cancer. (5) Various ther- 
apeutic gadgets, represented to cure 
all kinds of ailments, sell for up to 
$30, yet turn out to be useless. (6) 
The misuse of sleeping pills among 
teen-agers is encouraged by cer- 
tain gangs who spread the drug 
habit by contacting youths near 
parks and high schools; druggists 
in Dallas, New Orleans, Boston, 


Denver and Seattle have been in- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


encourage the acquisition of private property. This will not end the col- 
lective system of agriculture in Russia, but is interpreted as an effort to 
provide a greater opportunity for the farmer to increase the cultivation 
of private holdings, raise his own cows, chickens and pigs during his 
free time after he has fulfilled his quota of work on the collective farm. 

For years the Politburo tried to crush all such private enterprise. 
But the farmers to a great extent persisted in keeping much livestock 
and grain hidden from the collective officials, although the facilities for 
marketing these surpluses were limited and technically illegal. In the 
meantime, food shortages and hunger prevailed year after year in the 
great population centers. With Stalin’s passing, the new regime has ap- 
parently had the intelligence to face the facts — that the Communist par- 
ty has neither been able to feed the people adequately, nor to win the 
Russian peasantry over from individual production to the collective 
system of agriculture, both conditions fraught with danger of counter 
revolution. In our issue of May 1 we forecast the likelihood of this 
hopeful trend, in the wake of such developments in Yugoslavia where 
Tito’s regime has been forced to make similar concessions to farmers. 

That this emphasis on a return to free enterprise and private 
property is not just a flash in the pan but is a part of a long-range trend 
is underscored by the reliable publication “East Europe” in a recent re- 
port on incomes in the Soviet Union. It revealed that there are 780 mil- 
lionaires in the USSR — that is, persons with fortunes totalling over 4 
million rubles, mostly artists, inventors and scientists. Although the ruble 
is valued at about 25 cents in U. S. money it actually has more buying 
value in Russia than this figure implies. 

The encouraging truth is that while we have been working our- 
selves into a frenzy over the dangers of communism and draining our 
economy in a spree of military spending, God has been working in the 
vast and silent ways He works — through the millions of little people of 
the earth, in whom the final judgments of history reside. 


ELATIONS BETWEEN PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLICS, 

and between American Catholics and the Vatican, are being influ- 
enced by trends and events that have received very little attention in this 
country. For several years, informed American Catholic laymen have 
been troubled by the frequent reports of the oppression of Protestants in 
Catholic Spain, Italy, Mexico, Columbia and other Latin American areas. 
There are strident elements in the Roman Church that have tried to deny 
that such persecution exists, although the reports have been released by 
conservative and respected sources such as the Associated Press, the 
United Press, New York Times, etc. However, for the most part enlight- 
ened Catholic laymen have accepted the fact that these oppressive con- 
ditions do exist and have found some comfort in the opinions expressed 
in liberal Catholic circles that the persecution of Protestants in Catholic 
countries did not represent the real attitude of the Vatican. 

AMERICAN CATHOLIC LAYMEN also have had faith that, 
because of the great pre-eminence of America’s political, military and 
economic influence in the world, there would soon be evidences of the 
Vatican’s increasing recognition of American attitudes toward liberty of 
conscience, prized by all Americans, Protestants and Catholics alike. 

More money goes to Rome every year from the American Cath- 
olic Church than from all the rest of the Catholic world combined, and 
this fact encouraged this hope of a greater recognition of American 
beliefs and opinion. 

THE SOURCE OF VATICAN ATTITUDES AND POLICY is 
in the sacred College of Cardinals, the power that really dictates the 
views and tactics of Rome. All through history the cardinals have been 
predominantly Italian, which means that the thought and philosophy of 
the Vatican has been overwhelmingly Latin and Old World in concept. 
Only a comparatively few Americans have ever become cardinals. But 
with the growth of Catholicism in the U. S., the American Catholic lay- 
man has been encouraged to believe he would soon see a considerable in- 
crease in the number of American cardinals. This would mean a great 
increase of American influence in Rome, and the end of persecution of 
Protestants — so out of keeping with American traditions of freedom. 

DISAPPOINTMENT: Then in January of this year came the 
news from Rome of the appointment of 24 new cardinals including 10 
Italians but only one American who replaced an American cardinal who 
had died. The hierarchy in America made a quick move to cover up the 
disappointment that swept through informed Catholic circles, and the 
press releases made a great display of America’s lone new cardinal ap- 
pointment as if it were a remarkable and singular recognition. 

THE SECOND BLOW: Then during the past summer the second 


blow fell upon the expectations of progressive-minded Catholics in 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Food and Drug Patro| 
(continued) 

volved in such illegal sale of by. & 

biturates to teen-agers — who tak & 


¢ 


an overdose for a binge, then tak 
stimulant drugs, such as the ap, 
phetamines, to counteract the ¢& 
pressing after-effects of the sleep. 
ing pills. (7) Filth remains the big 
gest problem in food, and durinj 
the last fiscal year, an average gj) 
164 tons of defiled food were seizej|_ 
each week; examples noted includ.) 
ed canned peas which contained af 
average of 26 bugs for each sery.)> 
ing, and pickles not fit for ug) 
which were ground into relishe) 
(8) Watering products is the cheap — 
est way to cheat the customer— 
certain canneries were found to bel 
watering tomato juice — another)” 
used hypodermic syringes to inject) 
water into turkeys to be frozen 
(as much as two pounds to each 
bird), thus the water would sell fo 
69 cents a pound. (9) Oleo labeled 
and sold as butter was discovered 
in New York City and in Buffalo, 

The many honest manufacturer 
of food and drugs are protected by 
the activities of the Food and Dry 
Administration which attempts to 
eliminate the racketeers who un 
dermine public confidence. Hence 
the FDA should have the support) 
of all reputable producers. i 
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Emotions Vs. Facts *%, 


Americans are doing much off. 


their thinking about China ani” 
Russia these days through propa) 


gandized emotions instead of facts 7 





Despite the evils and harsh tyran-) js, 


ny dominant in China and Russia} 
at present, the Christian lay mind 
must not remain blind to the his [ 
torical changes that are being} 
wrought in these countries, how ¥ 
ever cruel the methods. The ill-in- 


formed, unthinking public ignor i 
the law of human progress — that | 


where normal progress is damned 


up, violent change becomes inevi 


table. The thoughtful citizen seeks 
to understand the place of thes } 
changes in the pattern of history. [ 

We = summarize 
views which shed some light on 
perplexing aspects of 
history: 

CHINA: An authentic portray: 
al of Red China is presented in the 
recent book, “With God in Red 
China” by F. Olin Stockwell (Publ. 
by Harpers). Stockwell, a mis 
sionary in China for over twenly 
years, suffered terribly at the hand 
of the Communists in China —4 
their prisoner for two years, 0 
which 14 months was spent in sd 
itary confinement. 

His affection for and confident 
in the people of China survived his 
sufferings, and he makes a remark 
ably objective appraisal of the Red 


Government in China. First, he e* 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Emotions Vs. Facts 
(continued) 

the abysmal failure of 

Chiang Kai-shek’s regime after an 

opportunity covering 20 years, yet 

he affirms that Chiang was not a 


| hypocrite but rather that his fail- 


ure rested largely on his refusal 


: (1) to stop graft and punish the 


 grafters, (2) to institute reforms, 





é particularly land reforms, as de- 
| manded by Sun Yat-sen. 


By contrast, Stockwell notes 


' that despite all their evils, the Com- 
’ munists within two years had divid- 


ed the land among the landless 


‘| peasants, stopped graft and inaug- 
' urated a score of reforms. Like- 
EF wise, within two years they had 
' stopped prostitution, concubinage, 
| wife-beating and put women on a 


{new footing of equality, thus doing 


more to improve the social struc- 
ture of China than any other dy- 
nasty or influence. He does not con- 
done the methods by which these 
reforms were achieved, but he re- 
gards the present Government in 
China as the best internal regime 


la 
'— China has had for many genera- 
2) tions 


and a great improvement 
over the graft-ridden police state 
of Chiang Kai-shek. Stockwell 
says the Chinese Communists are 


© giving China an “honest adminis- 


* tration, economizing and determin- 


| ed to break the shackles of feudal- 


‘ ism and capitalist exploitation, and 
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| to take to the people health, edu- 


cation and economic betterment.” 
Stockwell states that the old pat- 
terns of “missions are finished,” that 
is, those with foreign leadership or 
financial support from abroad, but 
he believes that Chinese Christians 
will themselves make great contri- 
butions to the future national life 
of China. 

After months of “brain-washing” 
and persecution (which did not, 
however, include physical violence), 
Stockwell finally surrendered, ap- 
parently weakened physically and 
emotionally, and did the bidding 
of his Red jailers. He signed a fa- 
miliar “confession,” admitting that 
he had been a “counter revolution- 
ary,” a “spy,” etc. Of this he com- 
ments, “To this day, I do not know 
whether what I did was right or 
wrong.” Even after signing the 
“confession” he was held for an- 
other six months before being re- 
leased to Hongkong. He is realistic 
about both the evil and the good in 
China’s Red Government. 


RUSSIA: Another recent book 
entitled “Soviet Civilization” by 
Corliss Lamont (publ. by Philo- 
sophical Library) is a study of Rus- 


sia’s actual progress and is based. 


on thorough research and _ investi- 
gation. Lamont is a teacher at Co- 
lumbia University, a distinguished 
scholar and heir to a large for- 


tune, and his perspective is unusual- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


America and throughout the world —the Vatican’s top expert on ec- 
clesiastical law and the authoritative voice of Vatican policy, Cardinal 
Ottaviani of Rome, issued statements that gave the full support of the 
Vatican to the suppression of Protestants (See N. Y. Times, July 24). 
The Cardinal said that the church recognizes the necessity in some coun- 
tries of extending “a degree of tolerance to other cults.” But the cardinal 
insisted that “tolerance is not a synonym for freedom of propaganda 
which foments religious discord and alters secure and unanimous pos- 
session of truth (that is, Catholic truth) and of religious practice in coun- 
tries like Spain, Italy,” etc. In other words, it is the Vatican’s view that 
efforts by Protestants to preach Christian truth according to Protestant 
interpretations of truth in Catholic countries should be prohibited where- 
ever there is civil authority to do so. 

Cardinal Ottaviani went on to say that “God gave truth once and 
for all to the Holy Church,” and to none other. “It is wrong then for 
the possessors of truth to. . . permit the promulgation of error . . . when 
it has the power to prevent it.” Any non-Catholic religion the Cardinal 
defines as “error,” therefore a Catholic Government of a predominantly 
Catholic country is “morally bound to limit the freedom of such a 
religion.” Although a large section of American Catholic thought 
will as openly and strongly as it dares (clerical appointments and 
promotions still come from Rome) disregard this harsh undemocratic 
and totalitarian pronouncement, it still stands in black and white as an 
open measurement of the intolerance of Rome. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN in terms of basic human rights to 
countless thousands of people? In the industrial community of Tepeji 
del Rio in Mexico on June 16, the Christian Century reported that Cath- 
olic extremists warned Protestants in the area to abandon their evangel- 
ical worship or be driven out. The Protestants ignored the warning, al- 
though they asked the mayor and the police for protection. At the given 
hour a mob destroyed the Protestant chapel and the Protestants were 
compelled to flee to the countryside to avoid mob violence against them- 
selves and their families. During the mob action, the local officials looked 
the other way, offering no protection. Fortunately, Mexican Federal 
authorities have taken action to punish the mob leaders and Protestants 
were enabled to return to their homes but only under Federal troop pro- 
tection. In many such instances throughout Latin America there has 
been bloodshed. In the face of such persecution, with hardly an excep- 
tion, the Catholic hierarchy has remained silent. As public records show, 
in innumerable cases local priests have been involved in the mob violence, 
either by inflammatory speeches or actual participation in mob action. 

IN A RETURN VISIT TO SPAIN the editor of Between The 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Emotions Vs. Facts 


(continued) 

ly objective. He does not like the 
undemocratic methods of the 
Kremlin Government, because he 
believes completely in a democ- 
racy in which all the people par- 
ticipate. However, he sets down the 
facts of Russia’s achievements in 
education, medical care, housing, 
wages and general standard of liv- 
ing — not compared to ours but 
compared to their own under czar- 
ism. He concludes that these wel- 
fare and progress programs, which 
have helped lift the nation out of 
the dark ignorance and poverty of 
czarist days, account for the fact 
that the masses accept, or at least 
endure, this form of government. 
Lamont does not defend the meth- 
ods but analyzes the accomplish- 
ments, notes the heroism of the 
Russians during World War II, re- 
affirms his conviction that Russia 
desires peace, and that this can be 
achieved through sincere negotia- 
tions. 


Captured Churches 

In Senate committee hearings on 
labor problems during the last ses- 
sion of Congress, testimony was 
submitted to show that throughout 
the South many textile mill own- 
ers have succeeded in using the 
churches and clergy to fight the or- 
ganization of labor, especially in 
areas where wages and standards 
of living among workers’ families 
are well below the average for the 
country. It was brought out that, 
in past years, in scores of crowded 
textile centers the mill owners do- 
nated land, contributed largely to 
the cost of church building, donat- 
ed rent-free parsonages and contrib- 
uted large sums to annual church 
budgets. A recent study by Dr. W. 
H. Simpson of Duke University re- 
vealed that 70 mill corporations 
had reported a total annual contri- 
bution of $1,860,000 to textile mill 
churches; and that of 71 mills 
studied in South Carolina. 65 had 
contributed to local churches. most 
to the extent of paying half of the 
churches’ construction cost — with 
56 of these mills giving over a mil- 
lion dollars towards the building 
of 112 churches. Such contribu- 
tions enabled the mill corporations 
to dominate or control the local 
churches. 

This situation is linked with the 
textile paternalism so well describ- 
ed in Lahne’s well-known study, 
“The Cotton Mill Worker”: “With 
every aspect of economic and com- 
munity life in the mill village con- 
trolled by the employer, the work- 
er who protested against working 
conditions in the mill jeopardized 
the security not only of his job (as 
he would in any industry) but 
every other aspect of economic and 


social life as well. Without cere- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Captured Churches 


(continued) 
mony he could be evicted from the 


company-owned house and _ thus 
rendered personna non grata to all 
connected with mill management. 
His credit at the company store 
could be cut off, the attendance of 
his children at the mill village 
school discontinued, his church 
membership terminated and his 
very presence in the mill village 
forbidden. In effect and in fact. he 
was exiled from the mill village as 
surely as any czar exiled the sub- 
ject who displeased: him. Usually, 
however the mill owner did not 
have to resort to these extremes de- 
tailed above. The knowledge of the 
power of the employer was usual- 
ly sufficient to keep any adventur- 
ous worker in line.” 

During the recent drive to or- 
ganize textile workers in the South. 
many pastors in mill villages have 
fought the growth of unionization 
and certain revivalists have labeled 
unions as the “mark of the beast” 
and the “work of the devil”. They 
use biblical quotations in fighting 
pickets, call their members out of 
the unions on the eve of National 
Labor Board elections, distribute 
tracts calling unions “atheistic,” 
“communistic,” ‘“Jew-dominated,” 
“unChristian,” although in many in- 
stances the labor organizers them- 
selves are devout churchmen. 

Such company-supported reviv- 
alists also contribute editorials to 
company-backed hate-sheets which 
find Bible references to condemn 
the labor movement. One such pub- 
lication is “Militant Truth,” edit- 
ed by Sherman Patterson of Chat- 
tanooga; another is “The Gospel 
Trumpet,” put out by “Parson 
Jack” Johnson of Columbus, 
Georgia. The Senate hearings re- 
vealed that such pseudo-religious 
publications used 90 per cent of 
their space to attack labor unions 
and Negroes, and that certain tex- 
tile magnates had given free sub- 
scriptions to their workers, particu- 
larly just before union elections. 

Because of the recent period of 
comparative prosperity in the 
South, many mill employers have 
regarded such publications and 
such. revivalists as too obvious and 
raw, hence have supported the bet- 
ter educated and more sophistocat- 
ed minister as more effective in the 
fight against the growing labor 
movement. This type of minister is 
more cautious in his support of the 
employer, more moderate in his 
condemnation of the unions, but 
he is just as smooth a cog in the 
employer’s machine as the old fa- 
shioned revivalist. 

This weakness of textile town 
Protestantism has been noted by 
the Catholic Church with the re- 
sult that specially trained priests 


are now sent to industrial areas in 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Lines recently found that Protestants are, as formerly, only permitted to 
worship as such gatherings can be considered “private.” Protestant churches 
must bear no resemblance to churches, must have no sign or mark out- 
side the building that designates it as a place of worship. In many com- 
munities permission has been sought to build new and larger places of 
worship as Protestant congregations have outgrown their basement or 
makeshift quarters, but month after month and year after year, the per- 
mission is not granted. Often only when a local official is lenient and 
says “I am not able to grant you the building permit, but I am very busy 
and can’t watch what you do. Just be careful,” have Protestants been 
able to erect suitable worship facilities. 


In the past instances of varying degrees of violence against Prot- 
estants have occurred in Spain, as elsewhere. But in the last two or three 
years, while Franco has been flirting with the U. S. Government, seek- 
ing American financial aid in exchange for U. S. military bases “to de- 
fend the democratic West,” considerable effort has been made to quiet 
the Catholic extremists and lessen persecution so that the negotiations 
would not be embarrassed by such undemocratic conditions. There has 
been consequently a period of comparative quiet in Spain as far as out- 
ward persecution is concerned. 


PROTESTANT YOUTH CANNOT MARRY: The most cruel 
kind of oppression, however, is actually being intensified. In much of 
Spain, the Catholic hierarchy, through their domination of civil govern- 
ment, have made it almost impossible for Protestant young people to 
marry. A marriage is not legal except where the church has authorized 
the union and that authorization is withheld where either party is Prot- 
estant, and civil authorities under the domination of the chuch likewise 
are not permitted to grant civil recognition. Thus where civil registra- 
tion is forbidden, though the couple are married by their established 
Protestant pastor, the all-powerful church authorities and the civil courts 
regard such couples are illegally cohabitating, living in adultry; their 
children are considered illegitimate, cannot inherit property or hold 
property rights, and their homes can actually be raided by the police as 
places of “ill fame.” In many Protestant groups numerous devout couples 
have been waiting for years to get married, their pastors constantly plead- 
ing with civil authorities to find a way out of the dilemma. We inter- 
viewed pastors and Spanish young people and found that the general feel- 
ing was that this accelerated form of persecution is in many ways the 
most cruel, insidious and unChristian that has been perpetrated on Span- 
ish Protestants in many generations of oppression. This practice stems 
from basic Catholic ecclesiastical law as borne out by the fact that the 
hierarchy in the U. S. follows the same code in regard to “mixed” mar- 
riages — except that our civil laws permit no such monopoly of marriage 
by the church. 


There are over 20,000 Protestants in Spain and the number is 
constantly growing. Yet the American hierarchy report frequently that 
there are less than 10,000 Protestants in Spain (sometimes putting the 
figure as low as 4,000) and claim that the number is shrinking—a deliber- 
ate misrepresentation. (All the above facts can be verified by writing to 
the foreign mission board of any national Protestant denomination in this 
country which has missions in Spain.) 


In view of recent developments reported above, we are likely to 
witness a hardening of these conditions rather than an alleviation. The 
new concordat made between the Vatican and the Spanish Government 
on August 26 introduces no new element into the picture, except as 
Spanish officials should show more courage and inclination to buck the 
great power of the church than they have heretofore. 

What should be the attitude of the American Protestant? He 
should realize that the majority of his Catholic neighbors have only heard 
of these things by hearsay, that if instances of persecution are brought to 
the attention of the local priest, they are emphatically denied, such reports 
being attributed to “bigots” and “anti-Catholic rabble rousers,” although 
the reports are verified by America’s most responsible journals. Thus no 
American Protestant should hold resentment against his Catholic neigh- 
bor for these conditions. Moreover, the Protestant layman should realize 
that there are large numbers of informed Catholic laymen and enlighten- 
ed members of the priesthood in America who are cognizant of these 
conditions, deplore them and even consider the action of the Vatican in 
these matters a betrayal of genuine Catholic truth and doctrine. All re- 
sponsible Catholic historians acknowledge there have been many times 
when the papacy has fallen upon evil days and has been corrupted by 
unworthy influences. The informed American Catholic layman thus 
keeps his perspective, clings to his faith with charity and understanding. 
The Protestant layman certainly should do no less. 


Captured Churches 
(continued) 

the South to minister to workey 
and to make it clear that the Rom 
an Catholic Church at least dog 
not oppose labor organizations 
One effective priest of this type 
Father Maurice Shean of Rog 
Hill, South Carolina, who has giy. 
en educational courses to workey 
without remuneration. has spoke 
at many labor rallies to which 
Protestant clergymen were invited 
but did not appear. These facts ar 
brought out in a report by David 
S. Burgess in Economic Justice 
(the bulletin of the National Re. 
ligion and Labor Foundation.) 


Now More Than Ever 


A healthy democracy rests 
upon a well-informed citizenry, 
capable of making wise deci- 
sions. For a democracy must 
know how to keep itself healthy, 
correct its own errors, by the 
constant vigilance and concern 
of all its citizens. That is why 
news of abuses, of mistakes, is 
not “bad” news — it is bad only 
when it is suppressed. When 
such things are known, already 
we are half way on the road toe 
ward their correction. 

Yet most sources of informa- 
tion today (newspapers, maga- 
zines, radio, TV) are caught in 
a vise between public demand 
for entertainment on one hand 
and, on the other, by the neces 
sity not to offend the special in- 
terests of advertising support. 
Consequently, the important 
news of the day is often crowd- 
ed into insignificance by comics, 
Sports and various “amusing” 
features or columns, or else 
“angled” to suit particular poli 
cies or pressures. 

But never has a nation 9 
needed the facts, the truth, in 
order to choose the right can- 
didates in elections, to exert 
influence wisely. That is why the 
circulation of Between The 
Lines keeps growing, why our 
readers say its service is “meed- 
ed now more than ever.” For 
here in four pages, twice @ 
month, the mainstream of cur 
rent trends are analyzed, the 
core of our problems revealed 
succinctly, briefly, within 4 
Christian—and a democratic— 
frame of reference. The cost of 
this service is only $1.50 per 
year. Subscribe today for 2 
friend — pass your copy along 
to others. 


ANOTHER SOURCE of it 
formation on today’s most pres* 
ing problems is Charles A 
Wells’ book, The Great Alten 
ative. Priced at only $2. Order 
from Between The Lines Press, 
Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 
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